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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 0574 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, IS, SY, GR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON ARAB-ISRAELI PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS 

1. AT RECEPTION JANUARY 26 SOVIET AMBASSADOR IGOR EJOV TOLD ME 
HE WAS PLEASED WITH COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ARABS AND 
ISRAELIS. HE WAS PARTICULARLY STRUCK BY FACT ARABS AND ISRAELIS 
AT LAST TALKING TO EACH OTHER FACE TO FACE. HE REITERATED 
EMPHATICALLY SEVERAL TIMES SOVIETS REALLY WANTED A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT IN MIDDLE EAST. HE UNDERLINED IMPORTANCE OF 
MAINTAINING MOMENTUM TO ENSURE CONTINUATION OF NEGOTIATION 
PROCESS. SOVIET AMBASSADOR FORESAW REAL DIFFICULTIES WITH 
RESPECT TO THE PALESTINE ISSUE. (PRESUMABLY HE MEANT WHOLE 
COMPLEX, I.E. JERUSALEM, PALESTINIANS, WEST BANK.) 

2. IN REPLY TO MY INQUIRY WHETHER USSR CONSIDERING CONTRIBUTING 
FINANCIALLY AND OTHERWISE TO REOPENING SUEZ CANAL, HE REPLIED 
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WOULD BE IMPORTANT NOT ONLY FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES BUT 
ALSO FOR THOSE ON THE BLACK SEA. HE WONDERED ALOUD WHETHER OTHER 
ARAB STATES' FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO EGYPT WOULD BE 
AFFECTED BY PROPOSPECTIVE RENEWAL OF FLOW OF SUEZ CANAL 
REVENUES. 

3. WHEN I EXPRESSED THE HOPE AN AGREEMENT ON DISENGAGEMENT 

ON GOLAN HEIGHTS COULD BE REACHED AND ASKED HIM WHAT HE THOUGHT 
THE PROSPECTS WERE FOR ISRAELI-SYRIAN NEGOTIATIONS, HE STRUCK A 
NOTE OF SOME DOUBT. HE CONSIDERED THAT ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN 
AGREEMENT HAD RENDERED SYRIA'S POSITION DELICATE. HE EXPRESSED 
ADMIRATION FOR SECRETARY KISSNGER'S EFFORTS BUT PROUDLY NOTED 
OTHERS WERE INVOLVED AS WELL. 

4. DURING LATTER PART OF OUR CONVERSATION, IN THE PRESENCE OF A 
GREEK FRIEND, SOVIET AMBASSADOR NOTED INTEREST SIBERIAN GAS AND 
OIL MIGHT HAVE FOR THE U.S. AND JAPAN. IN REPLY I VENTURED BY 
PERSONAL OPINION THAT IF ARABS KEPT THE PRICE OF OIL TOO HIGH 
AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY COULD MAKE THE U.S. WITHIN 5 TO 10 YEARS A 
MAJOR WORLD EXPORTER OF ENERGY BASED UPON OUR EXTRAORDINARY 
DEPOSITS OF HIGH GRADE COAL AND VAST DEPOSITS OF SHALE OIL- 
BEARING ROCK. 

5. INCIDENTALLY EMBASSY HAS REPORT THAT SOVIET AMBASSADOR IS 
RELATED TO DOBRYNIN THROUGH MARRIAGE OF THEIR CHILDREN. 
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